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It darkles, (tinct, tint) 
all this our funanimal world. 
- James Joyce, Finnegans Wake 


And then from surface of the cold sea came a head, a large 
head, dark-colored with immense eyes, and then a neck.... 
I estimated the monster at ninety or a hundred feet.... 
"It's impossible!" I said. 
"No Johnny, we're impossible. /t's like it always was ten 
million years ago. /¢ hasn't changed. It's ws and the land 
that've changed, become impossible. US!" 

-Ray Bradbury, Zhe Fog lorn 


The planet is fine. 

The people are %!@#ed. 

[There's al difference. 
“George Carlin 
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The Greening Wars began, ina sense, 
with the completion of Project Skyshield. 
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The turning point of WWIII came when the self-proclaimed "Emperor of Africa’ (a charismatic former mercenary) had succeeded in uniting 
the continent of Africa under a single flag, He announced that Africa would resar the favors of previous centuries: by colnizng Europe, 
bas — 


: But Skyshield rendered invasion by air transport impossible, agus, Mie 


and the European Union's Navy had what remained of the U.A.E,'s pirated armada ta save billions of lives both in Europe, and those who would fall 
bottlenecked in the Mediterranean Sea, after te a UAE wielding Europe's industrial and commercial wealth 
The only possible route of invasion was overland, through Southern Europ Debated Brttested) ondiDcawned, the decision was made. 
f ‘ ‘The Cradle of Western Civilization would be sacrificed, 
wh, 


‘In what became known as "The Scorching", 
‘the southern region of Europe was evacuated and 
seared into an impassible radioactive firebreak by 
ground based tactical nuclear weapons. 
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Denied victory, and facing a retaliatory siege by the 
allies of Europe, the Emperor of Africa sought 
a means of salvation for himself and his empire. 


What he found was a brilliant geneticist 
named Dr. Paxia Novagena 
‘A name the world would not soon forget. 
Recently dismissed from her position as a professor, 
‘on grounds of "Grave concerns by the ethics board, 
regarding the goals and methodologies of her research," 
she enthusiastically accepted the Emperor's of fer of 
unlimited funding with minimal oversight. 


Paxia's area of expertise was of great interest to the Emperor: 
Her studies centered on a class of virus known as Retroviruses, 
‘The class of virus capable of permanently re-writing DNA 
In exchange for his unlimited support, 
he asked for only a simple thing in return from Paxia~ 


-that she create for him a broad series of non-lethal, 
but disabling and highly contagious biological weapons, 
He saw in Paxia a means to render his enemies weak and 
defenseless while gaining stature and respect as 

"merciful conqueror” who "spared those he might have slain’ 


© _oPoxia, however, believed that merely crippling the enemy would not suffice. 
sg The Emperor dismissed her insistence on this as mere rhetoric. 
What he never imagined, was the depth of her conviction on the point. 
While the individual viruses had proven to be non-lethal in testing, 
Paxia had engineered a sort of genetic puzzle box. 


When more than one of her viruses 
infected a host, they assembled 
the fragmented pieces of a single, 
labrynthian genetic code, 


There was no victorious alliance, 
no conquering nation, 
in the third world war. 


Rather fighting slowly ground to a halt, 
as nations lost both the means 
and the will to fight on. 
An armistice was declared. 


But there would be no trial, no justice, nor even petty vengeance, 

The creator of the plauges which had slain half the world, and all of her research, 
had been consumed in a massive fire which destroyed her labora 

Remains found were repeatedly tested, The DNA of one of the bodies recovered 

proved identical to that of the samples provided by both of her former employers. 
There was no doubt The regue scientist was dead, The world moved on 
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Lt wasn't like that! 


‘The Interogation, 


T've seen the coroner's reports, 
“Out of hand" is puting it mildly. 


This -isn't- about 
protecting you. 


in the matter, 
you'd be facing a lar 
firing squad history, shall we say? 


right now. with The Greening 


You mean like the part where one oftheir 
UMW IZ OMGONS 
ATEMY RARE LEGP 


They chose not to use such...colorful language 
But yes. It was deemed wise to include a member in 
this unit they could be certain was not sympathetic to 
‘The Greening, Some one who would not hesitate 
to ..neutralize a threat, should the need arise. Quite 
conveniently, you volunteered yourself by your actions. 


‘So, Sargent Asteria, Do we have a deal?) 


‘And so now I'm here. Wherever "here" is. 
Ts been over an hour since we passed a house that 
didn’t look like it'd been abandoned since the plauges. 
Whatever it is, this base is huge, empty, and beyond 


high security. This is the third checkpoint we've gone 
‘through since entering the perimeter. 
Maybe T should have taken the court marshal. 
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Beyond this Pot 


I'm Cassie! 
You must be 
‘the new gir! 
everybody's 
been talking 


(Gosh! You're wet } 


Does your eye always 
‘twitch like that? 


Listen good, Waterhorse. 


T don't carewhat your name 


T do n't like kind. 


You Freaks cost me my leg, my 
platoon, and my career 
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‘So you're the 
idiot they got 


; tobe inch 
But my name fe Malcom, and ‘of tis litte 


T'm the resident egghead, 


freak show? 


That would be you 


say, Sargent, 
i] you're of f to an 
excellent start, 


Here only a few minutes and 
you've already managed to 
make one of the members of 
your unit cry. 


Well, the stupid fish 
shouldn't have tried to 


ambush me. ‘She wasn't trying to..never mind. 


Cassie's just..well.Cassie. 
T think some of its the dolphin and orca bits 
they spliced into her, but I get the impression 
‘that she's alvays been a bit. 


IT was going to say enthusiastic. 


‘Some difference, 


What is she, anyway? 
T've never seen a mixer quite like her in any of the spotter's guides, 
T know that they only spice up high ranking members that much, 
‘So what's she doing in our pool? 


Cassie was a dissenter in 
[the greening: started asking| 
the wrong questions, 

10 the wrang people. 


‘And so she was chosen for the. 
"honor" of getting to test a new, 
experimental, gene cocktail 


Tt tums out that there's a caveat 
‘to the thing about heavy mixing 
‘meaning high ranking 


‘And when they tinker with that 
many genes at once, there's a 
hole hell of a lot that can go wrong 


Cassie: hardly 
ithe omphibious 
shocktrooper 


Senet (Or they may get 


something less, 
fortunate, 
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“he Greening may have token your ka, 
but they took everything from Cassie. 
You're the one wha"s sil human 


T suggest that you act like if 


Gala, the results of — se 
testing for the & 
latest version of 

vector 28A306 are 
now available for 

your divine scrutiny. 
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sssSEQUENCEs: 
VIABLE, CHIhhhLD? 


The vector i6.tlhon 
<i The vector is...functional..Gaia. 


. 72 hours after exposure, 
the ratio of successful splicing is at 60% 
Ga f. 
However. subject mortality is at..welln20%. 


Still abit, um..igh your glory. 


I would suggest the 
problem lies in a misread 
clue to improper Folding at 
4 codon 23275 


/ 


‘A change from GAA to the 
equivalent GAC could foc eS Bold, and corect 
the problem quite simply.. rete This one could be 


quite useful 


Eranif such a change to the original coding 
would please her glory, that is. And not to 
imply her glory overlooked such an 
obvious..ly intentional er-..imperfection? 


Bull, You don't just 

up and decide to 

let somebody turn 
DNA into 
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You honestly 


don't kno 
do you? 


Nope. I've got bits and 
1a face here, a conver 
there, but its all pratty, 


hat tends te happen when} 
‘your brain ets rewired 


So what do you remember?) 


ic Tthink T was a hack 
eS And I think that they recrui 


od me. 


But I know that 
ending up like this 
wasn't part of the 
sales pitch 


‘And for all I know, I did it for 
the frikkin’ free donuts. 
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[THE GREENING) 
DaNsenUs TERRORS oR HABMLESS CULT? 


making it really he 
me to not like you. 
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Frou know I'm just teasing when Z 


Tis ike swimming ina crac’ 
pond. One mistake and I'm 
Icky iT only end up dea. 


Thom, A 
won't ask you te do it 
if you don’? want 


But its the closest 
‘thing T've got to 
contacting hin, 


T know. Its still 
“annoying, though, 


dangerot 


You did thank me for 

breaking both of us out 

of the lab by giving me 
joke for arame 


Tts actualy the 
They're talking about Rio. The guy from the 
Greening ig insisting it was an accident. 


the city 


Yeah, T don’t think th 
buy the “accident” thing 
either. The host's having 
‘field day with the guy 


[Can you tell me what Dante's doing?, 


aN 


know the mindpec! is 
forme 


Don't get me wrong, 
Eidoit 


But just remember 
What you're asking 
‘or when you get 
mete do thi 


Tr s not something E can 
{ust do every time you 
tact missing him. 


Fan think the time is 
ing for them to 
old the truth about 


Hope they don’ mind 
me Borrawing the bose’ 
sranmitter. Going to need 
the boost to break into 
‘the poet from the middle 


| Courier "Dante" where? 


Beacon" Dante’ found 


Error? Lantern conferring 
execute 4204 
Priority critica? Uplink granted 


essing righ 
always 
Jhunary, need mere hon T do 


IT think he's just resting at the moment, 


Is there anything else? 


No. 
Nothing Else, 
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Name: 
Alias:"Hatchet 
Age: DOB: Hair: 
Specialty: Special Opp” 
Rank: 

Country of Orig: 
Balor 


‘The majority of th 
“Southern Europe 
leveled in The Sco 


The greening's got a bunch of labs 
all around the world already. 
What's so bad about them having 
Dr. Frankenstein's funhouse here? 
Shouldn't we be, like, frying to 
blow up the one in New Housten, or 
something? Or am T missing something? 


That's right, boys and girls! 
Pack your lead underwear! 
thern Europe! 


Is it just me, or is she entirely 
too enthused about this mission? 


Its kind of scary seeing her 
all...smiley... like that. 


‘Are you sure 
to let h 


T think its probably a better 
idea than trying to 
can't have one. 


